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uring the inaugural church leaders retreat
D in June 2022, we could personally testify
to how God held His church together Himself.
We have hardly seen each other in almost two
years, but yet when we gathered, we witnessed
a great joy and desire to fellowship among our
leaders despite our differences in age, styles
and perspectives. How was this then possible?

SACM is soon stepping into its 70th
anniversary next year. What do we see of
our church that we are handing down? As
we lived through the years of disruption
caused by COVIDI19, how has that framed our
understanding of what a church is?

When we speak of succession, people
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are often concerned about the generation
gap and how we have to bridge differences in
our ways of communication and expression.
But yet, being a part of this succession, what
| am excited about is the thought of working
hand in hand with the elders to understand
past practices and tradition, and to shape its
relevance for the future.

God showed us that when there is a
common desire to know Him for who He
is, God Himself becomes our anchor and
help for unity. Whenever the leaders retreat
planning committee came together, we prayed
repeatedly for God to show us His heart and
how we can bring the leadership community
together in fellowship. We knew that if God
was not present before us at the camp, our
efforts would be futile.

And our faithful God did. God prepared

our fellow brothers and sisters for the message

that He holds His church together by way of

His love and forgiveness. We forgive because
He has already forgiven us (Matthew 18:21-35),
we love one another because Jesus has first
loved us (John 13:34, 1 John 4:19). In our God'’s
teaching, love and forgiveness always come
hand in hand. And that is how we become a
light amidst the huge darkness in this world
that only knows pain and hatred, by being a
community of love and hope (John 13:35).
Brothers and sisters, let us hold on to the
Lord in prayer together. As the church building
goes through its necessary restoration, let us
also make haste as brothers and sisters in His
family to allow God to restore us in strength
from our sins and brokenness, and to restore
our relationships into one of love and hope.

As we look towards the future, the need

for unity and love within the Lord's family is
ever increasing. In order for the church to grow
from strength to strength through a Christ-
centred and honouring succession, we need to
be steadfast in our prayers for one another, be
genuine in our care and love and to serve each
other in the unity that binds us in His family.
"The end of all things is near. Therefore be
alert and of sober mind so that you may pray.
Above all, love each other deeply, because
love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer
hospitality to one another without grumbling.
Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards
of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone
speaks, they should do so as one who speaks
the very words of God. If anyone serves, they
should do so with the strength God provides,
so thatinall things God may be praised through
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power

for ever and ever. Amen." 1Peter 47-11 NIV
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